
QUEENSLAND CORE SKILLS (QCS) TEST 
 
This is a state-wide test for Year 12 students based on common elements of the Queensland Senior 
curriculum. Students sit for the test over 2 consecutive days towards the end of Term 3. It consists of 
four papers using three modes of response: 

o Writing Task:  Extended writing; 600 words in length; 
Completed in 2 hours. 

o Short Response: Various items testing the Common Curriculum 
Elements; Completed in 2 hours. 

o Multiple Choice: two exams of 50 questions; each test is 1½ 
hours. 

• The QCS test is not an intelligence test; it is an achievement test that tests the 49 common 
curriculum elements (CCEs) that are embedded into the Queensland senior curriculum. 

• A student's individual result in the QCS Test is reported on a five-point scale from A (highest) to E 
(lowest). 

• The test is compulsory for all students who wish to obtain an OP.  It is optional for all other 
students. 

• The QCS test is the common test sat by all Queensland OP eligible students and, as such, is used 
as an integral part of the statistical scaling processes in calculating OP scores. 

• Sitting the QCS test and gaining higher than a D or better contributes to a higher Selection Rank. 
 

THE CCE’s 

1. Recognising letters, words and other symbols 
2. Finding material in an indexed collection 
3. Recalling/remembering 
4. Interpreting the meaning of words or other 

symbols 
5. Interpreting the meaning of pictures/illustrations 
6. Interpreting the meaning of tables or diagrams or 

maps or graphs 
7. Translating from one form to another 
8. Using correct spelling, punctuation, grammar 
9. Using vocabulary appropriate to a context 
10. Summarising/condensing written text 
11. Compiling lists/statistics 
12. Recording/noting data 
13. Compiling results in a tabular form 
14. Graphing 
15. Calculating with or without calculators 
16. Estimating numerical magnitude 
17. Approximating a numerical value 
18. Substituting in formulae 
19. Setting out/presenting/arranging/displaying 
20. Structuring/organising extended written text 
21. Structuring/organising a mathematical argument 
22. Explaining to others 
23. Expounding a viewpoint 
24. Empathising 
25. Comparing, contrasting  

26. Classifying 

27. Interrelating ideas/themes/issues 
28. Reaching a conclusion which is necessarily true 

provided a given set of assumptions is true 
29. Reaching a conclusion which is consistent with a 

given set of assumptions 
30. Inserting an intermediate between members of a 

series 
31. Extrapolating 
32. Applying strategies to trial and test ideas and 

procedures 
33. Applying a progression of steps to achieve the 

required answer 
34. Generalising from information 
35. Hypothesising 
36. Criticising 
37. Analysing 
38. Synthesising 
39. Judging/evaluating 
40. Creating/composing/devising 
41. Justifying 
42. Perceiving patterns 
43. Visualising 
44. Identifying shapes in two and three dimensions 
45. Searching and locating items/information 
46. Observing systematically 
47. Gesturing 
48. Manipulating/operating/using equipment 
49. Sketching/drawing 

 

The QCS Test examines the 

CCEs, so having a balance in 

your field positions may be an 

advantage when doing the test 


